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VERNEY LOVETT CAMERON. 

Capt. Cameron, the African explorer, was thrown 
from his horse while hunting in Bedfordshire on the 
26th of March, and died in a short time. 

He was born in 1844, and at the age of 13 entered 
the Royal Navy, where he became commander in 1876 
and captain on the retired list in 1891. He saw ser- 
vice in many parts of the world, but his lasting distinc- 
tion was won in Africa. 

He led the expedition sent out by the Royal Geo- 
graphical Society to succour Livingstone. In this ex- 
pedition, which left Zanzibar in March, 1873, Lieut. 
Cameron was accompanied by Asst. Surgeon Dillon, 
R. N., Lieut. Murphy, and Robert Moffat, a nephew 
of Livingstone's ; and the caravan consisted of 40 men. 
On the way the native bearers deserted ; Moffat, who 
had taken a separate route, died of the fever, and 
Dillon, while delirious, took his own life. 

Stricken with fever himself, Cameron bore up, and 
reached Ujiji early in 1874. He fixed the position of 
Ujiji and corrected the altitude of Lake Tanganika, 
part of which he carefully explored. He followed the 
Lukuga river, the outlet of the lake, for some distance, 
and then took the route to the Lualaba, . which he 
rightly conceived from report to be the upper course 
of the Congo. He descended it to Nyangwe; but his 
progress was stopped by hostile natives, and he turned 
to the south west, and set out on foot for the west- 
ern coast, where he arrived at Benguela, in November, 
1875, nearly three years after beginning his journey at 
Zanzibar. 
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His achievement was rewarded by the gold medals 
of the principal geographical societies. 

In 1878 he travelled through Asia Minor and Persia 
to India ; and in 1882, in company with Burton, he vis- 
ited the Gold Coast. 

He was among the most earnest workers for the 
civilization of Africa by the suppression of the slave 
trade and the encouragement of legitimate commerce. 

Besides the account of his remarkable journey across 
Africa, Cameron wrote " Our Future Highway," a 
work on the Euphrates Valley, and a number of 
smaller books ; and he was joint author with Burton of 
the volume " To the Gold Coast for Gold." 



